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Abstract 

It is a common trend nowadays that Adivasis get shooed away from their habitats by the 

Govt. and other land mafias. Thus Adivasis now, even though termed as Adivasis do not have 

proper agreement with the term. The ‘development’ and ‘civilisation’ that has been imposed 

on them have made their daily livelihood very difficult. Tribe as a nomenclature do not exist 

anymore. Many tribes have settled in the dense forests of Central India and thus have been 

isolated from the rest of the society. They have developed a sustainable holistic mode of 

living but the attempts at identification and attempts at learning about their methods and 

practical wisdom have taken a toll out of them.  
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The Indian peninsula has the second largest number of Adivasi population after Africa. There 

are 400 scheduled tribes in India and it consists of 8 percent of the total population and about 

86 percent of this Adivasi population is concentrated in Central India. These tribes belong to 

different regions to different linguistic classes. The government identify tribes as belonging 

to a certain territory. Thus territoriality became an important factor when it comes to 

classification of tribes. For instance, a territory occupied by the Gond tribe was called 

Gondwana. The Marias, Murias, Bhatras and Halbas reside in Bastar; Todas live near the 

Nilgiris and so on and so forth. The tribes have become part and parcel of the ecology due to 

their dwelling, food habits, dressing, festivals etc. And the Adivasis depend on their land for 

their sustenance by farming, hunting and for other factors. Adivasis are mostly very much 

dependant with nature and earth. Urbanisation and expanding technologies have been altering 

environment as we speak about it. 

 

Individual land ownership is a concept that is alien to most Adivasi societies. By the mid 

seventies, migration into Adivasi lands started taking place. Adivasi lands were taken over 

and they were driven away. Protective legislations were subverted, officials bribed and the 

Adivasi lands mostly in central India started being occupied by outsiders i.e. non-Adivasi 

people. They altered land registry records, leased the plots and thus Adivasi became landless 

labourers. Developmental measures such as improved communication, tarred roads and 

transportation facilities etc. were made after snatching land from them. Cash crops were 
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planted on land that belonged to them so that merchants would be more interested in the land 

and provide consumption credit but on high interests. This leads to menial wages. 

Shopkeepers started selling liquor to the Adivasi men on credit thus driving them to 

mortgages and debt. Non-Adivasis also attained ST status, thus pushing the actual Adivasi 

people to the margins. In AP, anybody who resided in the Gond area, started enjoying the 

privileges STs rightfully needed. Thus they could get into political, academic spaces easily 

while the real Adivasi people benefitted nothing form the govt. Policies.  

 

 Changes in physical ecology as well as infrastructural changes possessed big 

challenges as the tribes could not adjust well with them. The Adivasi social fabric was 

disturbed as there were changes in income, occupation and spatial mobility, consumption 

habits, housing, education etc. This also led the social stratification and classification within 

the communities. In the north east, the developmental measures saw the rise of many ply 

wood industries and saw mills. Vast quantities of trees were cut down for wood from the 

forests and this afforestation affected the Adivasis badly. The industries not only destroy their 

natural habitat, the waste from these productions lead to pollution of water and create 

problems for the Adivasis.  

 

 There are Adivasi villages in Orissa. Adivasi villages are settlements that are 

inhabited by one single tribe. There are Adivasi colleges in Kalahandi, who usually live atop 

hills. They have very little or no contact with those in the plains. The Dhongria Kandha tribe 

come down only during the weekly market days. The tribes in Kalahandi worship mother 

earth. Since intervention from outsiders, they have lost their land as all land transactions are 

oral. The Dongriya tribe in Orissa are facing many problems because their home Niyamgiri 

hills are a rich source of Bauxite. Adivasi save been pushed of their land in the name of 

development ofr long. The Dongriya tribe has close affinities with their land and possess 

expert knowledge on the local forests, plants and wild life. The mining for bauxite by the UK 

based company Vedanta Resources have made the tribe’s lives unbearable. The Adivasis 

community had campaigned against this and in 2010, government blocked Vedanta’s bid to 

mine for bauxite after much effort.  

 

 The women in Adivasi communities have tried to maintain the environmental 

conditions around them as they are one of the worst victims of the deforestation process as 

they are main agents of livelihood among tribes. They take a very important part in ecological 

sustainability too. They have been active participants in all the movements against 

environmental intervention by the Government and land lords.  

 

 In Maharashtra, the Ichimpalli dam project was undertaken by both central and state 

governments of Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra. The heavily forested 

area there is the home for many Adivasi people and they were temporarily employed for the 

building of the dam.  Not only were they exploited this way, the project also caused a lot of 

http://www.rjoe.org.in/


                                                                     Oray’s  Publications  

   Impact Factor: 4.359(SJIF) Research Journal Of English (RJOE) Vol-3, Issue-2, 2018 

   www.rjoe.org.in            An International Peer-Reviewed English Journal                   ISSN: 2456-2696 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Research Journal Of English (RJOE)              Copyright      Oray’s  Publication Page 97 
 

damage to their ecology. Most of the tribes there practice settled cultivation, but a few 

practice plow cultivation. Increased forest regulation have curtailed their entry into all 

regions of the forest and thus marginalized their culture and affected their livelihood. The 

new environment and jobs that they are forced to accustom to now is less giving than their 

old life style. They are new to these methods and are thus easily exploited.  

Adivasis and modernity 

 Before getting into the issues Adivasis face due to the intervention of modernity, we 

should look at what modernity is in the mainstream society. Modernity includes many things 

like technology, capitalism, democracy, commercialisation etc. In India, we have a very 

nationalistic notion of modernity where the leaders are ell bent on preserving Indian culture 

while at the same time welcoming certain aspects from the western society. What is modern 

is often deemed to be western and India has looked at the western development model and 

tried to inculcate the same things here. But due to the clash of tradition and modernity, India 

has been in a state of conflict with its own land and people and as usual, it has always been 

the marginalised sections that bore the brunt of it.  

 The Adivasi community has lost many things owing to the state projects towards 

modernisation. I will try to give some instances where it has happened. Development and 

modernization mainly affected the Adivasis in two ways. Firstly, they introduced the 

Adivasis into contact with cash and economy and other exploitive relationships. Secondly, 

they are often displaced in the name of modernisation to make way for projects and other 

things. This uprooting cause a lot of problems as the Adivasis are habituated to certain modes 

of living.  

 Social movements and cultural survival saw the emergence of social movements in 

India and can be seen as a response to the development process. There is a processof 

normalisation that takes place in all societies. A certain tradition is set as the norm and is 

ingrained so it would become normalised. The combination of tradition and modernity is thus 

forced up on the marginalised and the minorities and the society’s functioning is imposed on 

them. The changes and the hardships the Adivasi society faces are no taken into 

consideration. For instance, in Singrauli, Adivasis working with voluntary organisations have 

demanded that the land be re allocated to them. And in Gadchirolli region, Gond forest 

dwellers have organised themselves under the banner of Adivasi Kisan Shetmajur Sangathana 

which is led by the CPI (ML). The movement is to prevent the Inchimpalli dam project from 

taking place. The more successful movements against the so called developmental and 

modernisation measures are the chipko movement. It is interesting to note that it was women 

who actively took part in this one. The main problem is the elitist outlook towards tribes. The 

need they feel to ‘reform’ or ‘civilise’ them is highly problematic. The state employs 

repressive measures to do this such as domination, displacement and destruction. The Adivasi 

societies are seen as impediments to progress and the state tries to root them away by trying 

to normalise them into the existing modes of society.  

 Industries and mines were other important projects that government undertook in the 

name of modernity. The men of the families that were displaced were promised jobs but for 
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meagre wages but most of the Adivasis were shunned eventually. Under the TN Singh 

formula in 1967, many Adivasis were displaced and mines and industries were built. The 

Adivasi women were not provided with jobs and thus were reduced to housewives who lived 

at the expense of their husbands’ earnings. Thus marginalisation of women that was never 

really was an issue among tribes started taking place. Literacy rate was also very low among 

them and hence, exploitation became the daily norm.  

 Modernity sees another phenomenon called cultural appropriation. Certain elements 

from minority communities are adopted by the dominant groups. When it comes to Adivasis 

it is often their handicrafts or other valuable oddments. They are looked at as exotic trinkets 

and the real value is stripped off. This is mostly a result of commercialisation. These artefacts 

are sold at great prices but the tribes do not benefit from it in any way. There are buyers for 

these artefacts from across the world. Adivasi paintings, to jewellery, metal crafts, organic 

food products, stone work and terracotta products are sold. The government run shops and 

websites sell these authentic and fake products. Cultural appropriation is a predicament as it 

places the focus on less trivial things than the actual plight of the tribes in the country. Even 

tourism is used as a means to achieve this. The north east and other Adivasi areas are 

portrayed as exotic places when the people there have bigger issues to worry about like 

AFSPA etc.  

 Modernity and development imposed on the Adivasis promise them a better life but 

rarely delivers it. Not only are the Adivasis exploited thus, they are also cheated and 

estranged in a way it is impossible for them to return to the life they used to know.  

Conclusion  

 Despite of all the studies and initiatives happening in the field of anthropology 

regarding Adivasi literature, culture and society, it is essential to look upon the fact that the 

life of tribal people are still in a phase of deprivation. The situation is even worse for the 

youngsters coming from Adivasi background. On the name of development, the so called 

civilised are destroying the ecosystem that exists in Adivasis. They have to face all the 

turbulent struggles to reach a good position and even after they achieved certain status in 

their life, they still have to faces questions regarding their background. So the existing 

scenario is one which along with the adults, children have to face difficulties to attain a 

higher livelihood and status. The state and the citizens themselves should come up with some 

concrete solutions instead of putting forward some abstract imaginative policies and 

programmes. The attitude of the citizens should be changed at the first place. We should 

realize and accept the fact that the tribal people are also human beings with dignity and 

consciousness. From such a perspective, we can change the situation. It is only after such a 

changed perspective, these theoretical frameworks would benefit the state and the tribes. 
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